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NOTES
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carrier. (Drawings courtesy of the U.S. Navy and Electric Boat Corporation.)




Preface

about 300 ships and 3,500 aircraft? Many analysts argue that the service will need

a larger budget in the future if it is to maintain a high state of readiness, modernize
its ships and aircraft, and improve the quality of life for its sailors, pilots, and marines. If
the Navy cannot sustain its fleet under current budget levels, what are some possible alterna-
tives to its current force structure and modernization plans?

I I ow much money does the Department of the Navy need to sustain its current force of

This Congressional Budget Office (CBO) study—prepared for the Subcommittee on
Sea Power of the Senate Committee on Armed Services—examines the Navy’s missions, its
modernization plans, and the budgetary implications of supporting the service’s current and
planned fleets through 2020. It also looks at four alternative force structures that the Navy
might be able to sustain at roughly its current funding level of $90 billion (adjusted for
inflation). In keeping with CBO’s mandate to provide objective analysis, this study makes
no recommendations.
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